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            By Gabrielė and Bernadeta 

 

One foggy Friday morning, the 10
th
 and 11

th
 grade Lithuanian 

class students left for Anykščiai  to encounter the setting which 

affects the pieces of work of  many famous Lithuanian writers from 

the Anykščiai region such as Jonas Biliūnas, Antanas Baranauskas, 

and Antanas Žukauskas – Vienuolis. 

The first sightseeing spot we visited was the Anykščiai Šv. 

Mato church; the tallest church in Lithuania. There we climbed 186 

steps of the church tower to the height of 33 meters. The view was 

magnificent; the whole town was below our feet. We gazed out into 

the distance to see the cloud covered forest and the busy town. The 

colorful accents of the fall were visible all around, the view of colorful trees was particularly 

appealing.  We listened to an informative lecture about the various authors who were born, or 

lived in this region of Lithuania while observing the subtle 

charm of the city on a gray morning.  

 

  

Exiting the church we crossed the street and entered the 

angel museum of Anykščiai.  The walls of the brightly-lit 

room were covered in various paintings depicting angles. 

There was a separate room dedicated to sculptures 

representing angles.  We toured the museum which was opened in 2010 when Beatričė 

Kleizaitė-Vasaris provided her collection of artworks to establish the museum. People are still 

welcome to come and donate their own angel artworks to the unique and ever-growing 

museum. We all were given the opportunity to try out our own 

abilities in creating artwork with angels using ink to draw what 

we pictured as a representation of an angel.  



 

Before continuing with the educational part of the trip, we stopped at a restaurant and 

tried out some traditional Lithuanian dishes.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next stop was the house of Jonas Biliūnas, a famous Lithuanian writer.  During a 

short presentation we learned many new things about the authors’ life. A 

few knew that he grew up in a family of eight, and even less of those got 

to see the house in which he spent his childhood. It was fascinating to see 

the setting which affected the way he had written his literary works, 

many of which we have read in Lithuanian classes. After visiting the 

house where Biliūnas was born, we traveled to the place where Jonas 

Biliūnas is buried, the Laimės Žiburys, or the ‘light of happiness’, as it is 

named after one of his most famous works. It is said that whoever climbs 

to the top of the mountain, and touches the Laimės Žiburys will have 

good fortune.   

 

 

 


